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For the millions, not the millionaires
ƷTroops out of Iraq
ƷEducation for people, not proýts
Ʒ Hands off the unions

The biggest & best election 
campaign for socialism yet

BY BRIAN WEBB AND DICK NICHOLS
NATIONAL ELECTIONS WORKING 

GROUP CONVENERS
The Socialist Alliance is poised 
to launch the biggest socialist 
election campaign in decades in 
this yearôs federal election.

This is the ýrst federal election the 
Alliance will contest since we won electoral 
registration after standing in the 2001 fed-
eral poll. We will be contesting Senate seats 
in six states and territories and at least 30 
seats in the House of Representatives (see 
box for details).

Once again the value of the unity 
achieved in the Socialist Alliance is con-
ýrmed. The socialist movement in Australia 
has been able to put together the biggest 
election campaign for socialism since 
the days of the old Communist Party of 
Australia.

Recent state and local polls conýrm that 
our socialist message enjoys a distinct base 
of support in Australian politics. In 2003, 
Alliance candidate Maurice Sibelle won 
6.1% in the Sunshine City Council poll in 
Melbourne, while in the recent Queensland 
state elections Alliance candidate Adrian 
Skerritt won 3.1% in the outer Brisbane 
seat of Inala.

These results reþect the solid work the 
Socialist Alliance has been doing beyond 
electoral politics - mainly in the anti-war 
and trade union movements.

Our weapons

The main weapon of the Alliance cam-
paign is our Manifesto 2004 - another 
Australia is possible. In it eight of our can-
didates spell out a socialist approach in the 
main areas of concern to Australian work-
ing people - war, jobs, education, health, 
refugees, environment and democratic 
rights.

Manifesto 2004 will ñhit the stallsò in 
March, and is designed to help all Socialist 
Alliance members put across a clear and 

concrete socialist approach in what prom-
ises to be an election dominated by argu-
ments about what is ñpossibleò and ñre-
sponsibleò.

After the ýrst few weeks of federal par-
liament for the year, the basic shape of this 
election is already clear. On the one side, 
Howard, Costello and Abbott endlessly 
grilling Latham for explanations as to ex-
actly how any ALP policies are going to be 
funded while offering some tax cuts and 
maintaining a budget surplus. On the other, 
Latham giving voice to everyoneôs anger 
and frustration with the lying, criminal 
Howard government - but silent and eva-
sive on concrete proposals. This, combined 
with the pretence that thereôs a huge gap 
between Labor and the Coalition on issues 
like ñborder protectionò and the Australia-
US alliance.

Manifesto 2004 presents the detail of a 
socialist alternative to Labor and Coalition 
variants of ñfree marketò policies.

It shows how alternative people-centred 
policies can be made to work in the areas of 
life that are vital to working people. It ex-
plains how the key to gains in jobs, welfare 
and the environment lies in the expansion 
of a democratically run public sector.

It also shows how unfair tax policy can 
be changed to fund health, education, wel-
fare and recovery of the environment. And 

it links our different sorts of policies to a 
different sort of politics - activist, ýghting, 
involving.

Manifesto 2004 will also help us in our 
discussions with Greens and Labor sup-
porters. Sure, all of us want to replace 
the criminal and vicious Howard govern-
ment. But how can we make sure that any 
future Latham administration isnôt just a 
replica of Hawke and Keating? And what 
approach to policy is needed to enshrine 
the four Green principles - peace, democ-
racy, environmental sustainability and so-
cial justice - as social reality?

Get involved in developing our 
platform

Along with Manifesto 2004 goes a plan to 
further develop the Allianceôs platform and 
policies. All members and supporters will 
soon be able to have their say in this proc-
ess through our web page (www.socialist-
alliance.org), as well as through the 
Allianceôs policy-speciýc e-groups.

All of us should get involved in this proc-
ess. The Socialist Alliance national ofýce 
will soon be putting all existing policy and 
policy drafts up on the web site, making it 
as easy as possible for members to makes 
comments and contributions.

Continued on page 2
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Queensland election 
campaign shows the way

Federal election 
candidates and seats
Listed below are the Socialist Alliance 
candidates pre-selected so far for lower 
house seats and the senate.
QUEENSLAND
SENATE: (1) Sam Watson (2) To be pre-
selected
NEW SOUTH WALES
SYDNEY ï Susan Price
GRAYNDLER ï Sue Johnston
REID ï Lisa Macdonald
KINGSFORD SMITH ï Bea Brear
CUNNINGHAM ï Will Williams
THROSBY ï Dr Margaret Perrott
PAGE ï Tom Flanagan
SENATE: (1) Kylie Moon (2) John 
Morris
ACT
FRASER ï James Vassilopolous
VICTORIA
WILLS ï Dave Glanz
GELLIBRAND ï Linda Waldron
MELBOURNE ï Zoe Kenny
BATMAM ï Graham Matthews
HOTHAM ï Paul Zingalis
CORIO ï Tim Gooden
SENATE: To be pre-selected
TASMANIA
BASS - Meredith de Landelles
DENISON ï To be pre-selected
FRANKLIN ï Glen Shields
LYONS ï Brian Millar
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
SENATE: (1)Tom Bertuleit (2) Amy 
MacDonnell
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

SENATE: (1)Andrew Jamieson (2) 
Alex Whisson

PERTH ï To be pre-selected

Continued from page 1
The platforms produced as a result will 

be published in policy statements in the 
months leading up to the election, begin-
ning with more detailed policies in health, 
education, international relations, refugees, 
democratic rights, industrial relations and 
workersô rights, welfare and environment.

Our Charter for Womenôs Rights will be 
the ýrst policy statement to hit the streets, 
out on March 1.

Naturally enough, the Alliance is also 
producing the usual paraphernalia of elec-
tions - leaþets, posters, badges and stickers. 
Alliance branches have already received 
the ýrst consignment of one of these im-
portant weapons - our attention-grabbing 
ñMedicare not Warfareò and ñFor the 

Millions, not the Millionairesò corþute 
placards.

The ýrst of our poster series - based on 
the work of cartoonist Heinrich Hinze who 
has kindly made his splendid cartoons 
available to the Alliance - will be out in two 
to three weeks.

Active, not passive!

Letôs use all this material to make the 
Socialist Alliance election campaign stand 
out from the rest - for its boldness, activ-
ity and inventiveness. Through our street 
theatre, stunts, special presentations and 
challenges to others to debate, we have an 
invaluable opportunity to further expose the 
criminal nature of the Howard government, 
while dramatising the positive alternative 
that no other party is presenting.

The biggest & best election 
campaign for socialism yet

BY JIM MCILROY
BRISBANE DISTRICT

The Socialist Alliance has laid a 
ýrm foundation for its campaigns 
in the March 27 local government 
and upcoming federal elections 
with a strong showing in the 
Queensland election on February 
7. SA contested three seats, 
campaigning very effectively 
around the issues of public 
housing and homelessness, the 
stolen Aboriginal wages, abortion 
rights, the environment and the 
war in Iraq.

The Socialist Alliance votes were: Adrian 
Skerritt in Inala, 633 votes (3.1%); Lynda 
Hansen in South Brisbane, 678 votes (2.9%); 
and Coral Wynter in Brisbane Central, 377 
(1.6%). This is an excellent socialist vote 
- more than double the Democratic Socialist 
Electoral League vote in the last Queensland 
state election and better than the SA vote in 
the NSW state election almost a year ago. 
Interestingly, SAôs vote was apparently not 
reduced by the signiýcant increase in the 
Green vote in this election. The Greens 
scored 6.6% of the statewide primary vote, 
up from 2.5% in 2001, getting 20% in 
South Brisbane (their second highest vote), 
12% in Brisbane Central and 5.5% in Inala. 
Independent Aboriginal candidate Adrian 
McAvoy, who focussed on the issue of stolen 
indigenous wages, received 264 (1.4%) in 
Brisbane Central.

Although it was only three weeksô long, 
more than 100 people assisted the Socialist 
Alliance campaign, doing letterboxing 
(covering tens of thousands of homes, in-

cluding every single home in Inala), door-
knocking, media work, organising our 
street presence and actions, and handing out 
how-to-vote cards on election day. These 
included activists from the Aboriginal and 
Islander communities in Inala, and the Latin 
American community in South Brisbane.

Getting local media coverage was easy, 
and very effective. Adrian was interviewed 
in the three local papers, 4BC and Murri 
Radio. Both Coral and Lynda also got a lot 
of local media. The local Westender news-
paper noted in a front-page editorial, ``The 
fourth candidate, Lynda Hansen of the 
Socialist Alliance, is keeping the Red Flag 
þying for the true believers by mounting a 
campaign based on traditional, socialist val-
ues. As a burnt-out old hippy from the `60s, 
with fond but fractured memories of taking 
part in the Moratorium marches and anti-
Springbok demonstrations, my sympathies 
lie with Lynda and the unsullied, pure mes-
sage of the Socialist Allianceéôô

Media stunts and street actions worked 
very well for SA in this campaign. In Inala, 
to highlight the housing sell-off issue, SA 
put the local Labor Party memberôs ofýce 
up for ñauctionò and sold it at a bargain 
price to Virgin Air on the Saturday before 
the election. Coral held a ``challenge to 
Beattieôô rally outside the premierôs elector-
al ofýce on February 4, demanding to know 
ñWhat will Labor do with its majority?ò. To 
highlight the high level of homelessness in 
South Brisbane, Lyndaôs campaign staged 
an ``evictionôô of local Labor member Anna 
Bligh on January 31, in order to open her 
electoral ofýce for the homeless.

Other strengths of the campaign included 
focussing on the main issues we knew were 

important for local residents, and building 
on connections weôve made through the 
local peace groups and other speciýc cam-
paigns. We used polling day to also build 
the March 20 anti-war rally in Brisbane.

This was the ýrst Queensland state elec-
tion the Alliance has stood in and the cam-
paign was its biggest so far in the state. It 
was a big boost for the branches and the 
1,700 conscious socialist votes cast for us 
(we got no ñdonkey voteò) is a very solid 
base from which to build the Alliance in 
Brisbane during the rest of 2004. We hope 
that by the next state election, we will have 
successfully negotiated Queenslandôs dra-
conian electoral laws and can ýeld candi-
dates as a state-registered party.

A more detailed assessment of the 
Queensland campaign, and what we can 
learn from it for SAôs federal election cam-
paign, will be published in a forthcoming 
issue of Alliance Voices.
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Seeing Red  ñ coming 
to your city soon

BY ALASTAIR GREIG
SEEING RED EDITORIAL 

BOARD
The ýrst issue of Seeing 
Red, the Socialist Alliance 
magazine, will be rolling 
off the presses in the 
next couple of weeks.

The magazine was initiated at 
the Socialist Allianceôs national 
conference last May and since 
then an editorial board has been 
busy bringing the idea from the 
drawing board to the printing 
stage. The board wanted the 
publication to serve as a forum 
for representing the diversity of 
Australiaôs left and the ýrst is-
sue delivers breadth of views as 
well as depth of analysis.

Although the members of the 
editorial board are all member 
s of Socialist Alliance, Seeing 
Red aims to engage the broad 
left in a discussion of contem-
porary local and global issues. 
The board has been very en-
couraged by the reception of 
the idea of the magazine around 
the country and as a result the 
ýrst issue contains articles and 
interviews with an impressive 
range of writers. Indeed, the 
task of organising and assem-
bling the content of the second 
and third editions is already 
foremost in our minds.

The high quality of the articles 
is testimony to the strength and 
relevance of the left in contem-
porary Australia. By opting for 
a 48-page format, the editors 
were able to present a series of 
provocative arguments in an ac-
cessible style. The size of the 
magazine also allows the editors 
to present a mixture of shorter 
topical comments on key events 
alongside longer, more complex 
and challenging pieces. 

The editors also opted for a 
cover theme for Seeing Red. 
The óneo-liberal agendaô was 
chosen for the ýrst issue. With 
the federal election due this 
year, the mainstream parties 
continue to fall over themselves 
promising more market-driven 
reform and tight ýscal man-
agement. Meanwhile, the con-

sequences of neo-liberalism 
are increasing inequalities and 
driving more Australians into 
poverty.

Challenging ideas

It is important that social-
ists have access to a range of 
left voices that analyse and 
challenge these anti-worker 
policies. In the ýrst edition of 
Seeing Red, a number of writ-
ers examine the rhetoric behind 
Mark Lathamôs Labor, and ýnd 
his óthird wayô wanting. 

Other articles critically assess 
the dismantling of Medicare 
and challenge the privatisa-
tion of drinking water.  Other 
features look at Howardôs at-
tacks on women and the state 
of the anti-war movement. The 
editors were also able to obtain 
an interview with the interna-
tionally acclaimed writer Tariq 
Ali, author of The Clash of 
Fundamentalisms. Such inter-
views with recognised writers 
will continue to be a feature of 
the magazine.

Seeing Red will also have 
regular columns dealing with 

indigenous issues, science, la-
bour history and analysis of 
recent headline stories. The 
cultural review section goes be-
yond books and novels to deal 
with poetry, the visual arts, per-
formance and language.

Getting the magazine 
around

The content of the magazine 
will clearly be of interest to peo-
ple beyond Socialist Alliance 
members and the editors antici-
pate a wide market for the mag-
azine. An important topic in the 
editorial hook-ups has therefore 
been the best way to distribute 
Seeing Red and ensuring that 
it serves its purpose as a broad 
voice of the left and to encour-
age readers to respond to the 
breadth of ideas it contains.

The price of the magazine 
has been kept down to $5, ex-
traordinary value for a coloured 
magazine with 48 pages. A sub-
scription of 4 issues will cost 
only $16. 

The magazine will be avail-
able at a number of bookstores 
throughout the country, but 

Socialist Alliance members will 
also be encouraged to distribute 
the magazine. At the last nation-
al hook-up of the editorial board 
we agreed to provide Socialist 
Alliance branches with a 25% 
discount on a sale-or-return ba-
sis. In this way, the magazine 
will hopefully contribute to the 
on-going activities of branches 
not only in an intellectual but 
also a ýnancial manner.

The collective and collegial 
way in which the editorial board 
has operated has exceeded the 
boardôs expectations. The di-
versity of views it contains has 
been a key strength and the edi-
tors now plan to expand it by 
adding an advisory body that 
will assist with expertise in spe-
ciýc areas. These contributing 
editors would be consulted on a 
regular basis to keep the maga-
zine fresh and to ensure that it 
remains a forum for pressing so-
cial and political issues.

Get involved

Seeing Red encourages an 
open editorial policy and wel-
comes all suggestions for fu-
ture issues. Beginning with the 
second issue, a regular ñlettersò 
column will be introduced. 
Readers are also encouraged to 
contribute articles and reviews. 
The editorial board is dedicated 
to a diversity of views and top-
ics that embrace the ideas of a 
more equitable world.

There will be at least three is-
sues published this year and the 
aim is to establish Seeing Red 
as Australiaôs foremost quar-
terly of the left.

The editorial board would be 
delighted to hear from anyone 
interested in assisting with the 
distribution of Seeing Red in 
their town or city, or on their 
campus or shopping centre. 
We also encourage Socialist 
Alliance branches and members 
to help by thinking about the 
distribution opportunities for 
the magazine. 

If you can provide any as-
sistance, or if you have any 
ideas, please contact Seeing 
Red at: seeingred@socialist-
alliance.org or (02) 9690 2508. 
We look forward to hearing 
from you and hope youôre 
as pleased as we are with the 
ýrst issue of this much-need-
ed new publication.
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Four weeks to shake NSW

Have your say in 
Alliance Voices

The Socialist Alliance produces a 
national internal discussion bulletin 

for members to present and 
debate their ideas on theoretical, 

policy, campaigning and 
organisational questions, and to 

communicate important resolutions 
passed by the national executive 
and other information relevant to 

all branches and members. 

Alliances Voices can be 
downloaded from SA÷s web site, or  

you can obtain hard copies from 
your local branch.

Volume 4 Number 1, available from 
March 6, will contain articles on 
the Queensland election results, 
SA÷s women÷s rights work, the 

federal election campaign, 
the 2004 national conference 
preparations and much more.

If you are thinking about making a 
contribution to the bulletin, don÷t 
hold back. Other members would 
like to know what you think, and 

every individual÷s idea contributes 
to a richer and more useful 
discussion in the Alliance.

Contributions should emailed to the 
National Conveners at ne@socialist-

alliance.org or posted to PO Box 
A2323, Sydney South 1235.

BY PAUL BENEDEK
STATE CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE CO-

CONVENOR
In the March 27 NSW local 
government elections, Socialist 
Alliance will run up to 25 
candidates in 10 councils - 
Wollongong, Newcastle, Taree, 
Randwick, Leichhardt, City of 
Sydney, Marrickville, Canterbury, 
Bankstown, and Auburn. (By 
contrast, newspaper reports indicate 
that the Democrats are running just 
one candidate in all of NSW.)

The Alliance will also run four candidates 
for mayor ï in Newcastle City, Wollongong, 
Canterbury and City of Sydney. 

While SA is relatively inexperienced at 
council elections, and council is the weak-
est level of government, there are many rea-
sons for SA to run an ambitious campaign. 
It will:

* build the proýle of SA, our candidates 
and socialist solutions in the lead up to the 
federal election;

* help unite and involve more members 
and supporters in branch activities;

* help deepen our campaign roots at the 
local level, and broaden branchesô knowl-
edge of their political territory;

* spur on our March-April recruitment 
campaign; and

* build respect for Socialist Alliance and 
our work.

The political issues around which branch-
es are conducting their council campaigns 
vary, but there are some unifying themes.

Anti-racism

Canterbury-Bankstown branch has run a 
strong anti-racism campaign that has chal-
lenged the scapegoating of the local Muslim 
and Middle-Eastern population. The branch 
put out a call for a broad anti-racism ticket, 
putting pressure on the Greens and others to 
come on board. Local Greens were support-
ive, but the Greens head ofýce opposed the 
idea. The branch will go ahead and stand 
for the Canterbury mayoral position, and 
for three Bankstown councillor positions, 
our candidates including a long-time social-
ist from Latin America and a Palestinian 
anti-racism campaigner.

The Alliance has also decided to run a 
campaign to close down the refugee deten-
tion centres. Each SA branch will ñadoptò 
a detention centre and organise a petition/
support statement asking people to commit 
to housing a detainee from that centre for 
12 months. Once a branch has ñaccommo-
datedò the entire population of the detention 
centre, they will submit to the Australian 
government that the centre be closed down.

In Central Sydney, SA has decided to 
run NTEU militant Susan Price for City 
of Sydney council and mayor and is cam-
paigning hard in support of the Redfern 
Block community and against police racism 
in Redfern and the Carr-Brogden bleating to 
demolish the Block.

Grassroots democracy

Linked to the Redfern issue is the raven-
ous ALP state machineôs efforts to gob-

ble up non-friendly councils. The City of 
Sydneyôs grab for South Sydney Council 
will allow the ALP/Carr to assert greater 
control over key areas in Sydney. SA is ar-
guing that a ýghting council thatôs prepared 
to mobilise the community in defence of 
democratic rights is needed.

In Auburn, the state governmentôs intro-
duction of special legislation in December 
to override a Land and Environment court 
order against a proposed city-wide dump 
in Clyde, which local residents have been 
campaigning around for three years, also 
allows SA to raise the issue of local democ-
racy and the role of local councils. 

Public transport

The NSW rail crisis and the brave ac-
tions of the train drivers has put the public 
transport issue on the agenda. The Socialist 
Alliance has played a very strong role in 
mobilising public support for the train driv-
ers - and for public transport. This issue 
allows us to present our ñgreenò and ñredò 
politics.

In Newcastle, SA is running the chairper-
son of the Save our Rail campaign, 

Geoff Payne, for mayor and councillor.
Across all the councils we will also be 

campaigning to extend public housing and 
childcare facilities, and for councils to use 
only unionised labour. To help build the 
anti-war movement we will be raising the 
need for councils to take a strong anti-war 
position and mobilise the local community 
to win peace. Most branches are involved 
in local anti-war groups and, in many cases, 
have led local anti-war marches which 
gives us a strong platform for this message.

Our campaign plan includes doing some 
serious media work, especially in the lo-
cal and community media, and letterbox-
ing swathes - if not the entirety - of the 
areas we are contesting (more than 100,000 
SA leaþets will get into letterboxes across 
NSW!). Where possible, we will also do 
some doorknocking.

We also aim to diversify our campaign-
ing stalls throughout the localities, put up a 
good proportion of the new corþute signs, 
and relate to every political event held in 
each area until March 27. Along the way, 
weôll need to do lots of fundraising, with 
each branch raising $1000-2000 in just four 
weeks.

Itôs set to be a very busy month in NSW, 
but if SA runs a bold council election cam-
paign that responds to the politics of the day 
and puts forward socialist solutions, it will 
be richly rewarding for the Alliance, greatly 
raising our proýle, strengthening our cam-
paign work, joining scores of new members 
and giving our federal election work a big 
kick start.










